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Fast-talking, trouble-seeking private eye Philip Marlowe is a different kind of detective: a moral man

in an amoral world. California in the 1940s and 1950s is as beautiful as a ripe fruit and rotten to the

core, and Marlowe must struggle to retain his integrity amidst the corruption he encounters daily. In

Poodle Springs, Marlowe is fresh from his honeymoon with heiress Linda Loring, and living a life of

idle leisure in the upmarket Californian town of the title. But being a kept man soon loses its charm

and, bored and restless, Marlowe sets up shop as an investigator once more. Hired by a local

criminal to find a gambler on the run from his debts, he is sucked into a world of bigamy, blackmail,

and murder. . . The eighth and final Philip Marlowe novel, Poodle Springs was unfinished at the time

of Raymond Chandlerâ€™s death in 1959. It remained so for another 30 years, until crime writer

Robert B. Parker completed the novel to mark the centenary of Chandlerâ€™s birth. Starring Toby

Stephens, this entertaining dramatization by Robin Brooks retains all pace and intrigue of the

original book.1 CD. 57 mins.
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Poodle Springs is Robert B. Parker's completion of a novel started by Raymond Chandler before he

died in 1959 featuring private detective Philip Marlow. While I have read some of Chandler's

previous novels featuring Marlow I have no emotional attachment to the character so I come with a

blank slate in terms of evaluating whether Parker lives up to Chandler's character. Frankly I thought

Parker did a fabulous job with the novel. It is a rather straightforward, gritty mystery, and a well done



one at that. The tricky part is the unlikely event of Marlowe's being married to Linda Loring ne Potter

(what her last name really is was a bit confusing to me, except she is now Mrs. Marlowe in this

novel).In this novel Marlowe is living in the plush community of Poodle Springs with his very wealthy

wife instead of his usual gritty haunts in Los Angeles. He is hired to find a man who has skipped out

on a $100,000 IOU from an illegal gambling establishment. It turns out the fellow is leading a double

life involving pornography and blackmail and has gotten himself way over is head. Marlowe, intrepid

as ever, chases him down in a nicely twisted plot. While doing this Marlowe has to deal with his rich

wife's unhappiness over his continuing to be a private eye when he could live a life of leisure and

spend time with her. But that he can't do or he wouldn't be Philip Marlowe anymore. The story

revolved more around the case than Marlowe's marriage to Linda but Parker does a great job of

blending it in. Frankly, I think this is one of the better novels Parker has written.My only complaint

about the novel is that we really never get to know Linda very well at all. Her mannerisms come off

as a spoiled rich debutante but she is clearly not that.
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